The Gary Brooker Ensemble 

BIOGRAPHY

Gary Brooker MBE is renowned across the world as the mesmerising singer, pianist and principal composer in Procol Harum, the legendary British band he has led since their chart-topping début in 1967 with ‘A Whiter Shade of Pale’. 

The Gary Brooker Ensemble is an exciting new project and one more musical string to Brooker’s multi-talented bow. Featuring the talents of Andy Fairweather-Low, Henry Spinetti, Frank Mead and Matt Pegg plus The Chameleon Arts Choir & Strings, the Ensemble will perform some of the more spiritually-charged Procol Harum songs, plus a selection of classical and gospel works - and some Elvis! 

The first performance by The Gary Brooker Ensemble has been captured on the CD ‘Within Our House’ and highlights a special concert that raised money for restoring Gary’s local thirteenth-century church. Their third and most recent outing saw the Gary Brooker Ensemble perform a stunning concert in aid of the Jubilee Action Tsunami Survivors Fund. Set in the atmospheric surroundings of Guildford Cathedral, the show was a resounding success and raised over GBP 30,000 for the charity. 

The Ensemble’s band-personnel are hand-picked by Brooker and are “…great players, masters of their instruments. Players, Brooker adds “who have the same ‘flavour’, and who have come up together through the University of Rock.”

This University of Rock is not Gary’s only alma mater. His father Harry Brooker was a versatile professional musician, with whom Gary occasionally duetted on stage as a young child; Gary also profited from the guidance of a piano-teacher sympathetic to his appetite for popular songs and his blossoming interest in the mechanics of harmony. Blessed with hungry ears and a complete absence of musical prejudice, Gary has remained open to myriad influences throughout his long career.

Along the way Gary taught himself orchestration: his extra-curricular works include a ballet-score commissioned by the Danish Royal Opera (Delta, 1990) and a piece for four-hundred strong brass band (Le Bourdon des Alpes, 1998) premièred in his wife Franky’s native Switzerland. 

Immediately following the Guildford Cathedral concert, Gary resumed a short Procol Harum European tour but with a new song in their repertoire; ‘Victims of the Fury’. The song reflects his continuing concern with suffering in the world and he has also reworded the band’s ‘Blink of an Eye’, which memorialised the twin towers disaster, to allude to the recent Indian Ocean catastrophe. A new version of his No Stiletto Shoes fundraising band (Brooker, Fairweather Low and Mead, with Ian Jennings and Mark Morgan) will shortly play benefits in Delhi and Madras – organised by entrepreneur philanthropists Johnny Caulcutt and Richard Branson – for Tsunami Survivors in that region. The fifth all-star ‘Picnic by the Lake’ concert at Wintershall follows, from which the proceeds will go towards a new wing at the Royal Surrey and Guildford Hospital. 

With strong media interest already and record company support, The Gary Brooker Ensemble will initially play selected dates throughout the UK & Europe during 2006 to promote the CD ‘Within Our House’.

Just about to turn sixty, Maestro Brooker, MBE, remains a very busy musician!
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